HOUSING AUTHORITY OF NEW ORLEANS
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MAY 21, 2013

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-20

WHEREAS, the Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANQ) is the city’s major provider of
affordable housing and a steward of safe and healthy communities, and has a responsibility to
give men and women with criminal histories the opportunity to rejoin their families and
communities as productive members; and

WHEREAS, HANO adopted a new Criminal Background Policy Statement on March 26,
2013 that provides all individuals, regardless of their criminal history, access to employment and
housing opportunities at HANO; and

WHEREAS, in order to implement this new Criminal Background Policy Statement,
HANO must amend and revise several of its operating policies and procedures to ensure that
they are in compliance with and foliow the letter and the spirit of the new policy statement; and

WHEREAS, one such document is HANO’s Housing Choice Voucher Program (HCVP)
Administrative Plan (“Admin Plan”) which establishes policies and procedures for implementing
the HCVP program in a manner consistent with HUD requirements, and HANO’s agency goals
and objectives; and

WHEREAS, in consultation with the Vera institute of Justice, HANO has proposed
several amendments and revisions to the Admin Plan related to HANO’s Criminal Background
Policy Statement as referenced in Exhibit A, and a draft of the revised Admin Plan was
published on the HANO website on April 25, 2013 for public comment; and

WHEREAS, these proposed amendments and revisions will ensure that HANO’s HCVP
program is in compliance with its new Criminal Background Policy Statement;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Housing
Authority of New Orleans adopts the amendments and revisions to the Admin Plan related to
HANQO'’s new Criminal Background Policy Statement summarized in Exhibit A, and authorizes
the Administrative Receiver 1o take any and all other action necessary to ensure that the Admin
Plan is implemented in accordance with HANO's Criminal Background Policy Statement.

Executed this 21 day of May, 2013

OAVID GILWORE 7
ADMINISTRATIVE RECEIVER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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May 21, 2013
MEMORANDUM
To: David Gilmore
Administrative Receiver
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

From: Magqggie Merrill
Senior Advisor to the Administrative Receiver

Re: Amendments to HANO’s Housing Choice Voucher Program Administrative
Plan Related to HANO’s New Criminal Background Policy

As the city's major provider of affordable housing and a steward of safe and healthy
communities, the Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANQ) has a responsibility to give men
and women with criminal histories the opportunity to rejoin their families and communities as
productive members. To that end, HANO adopted a new Criminal Background Policy
Statement on March 26, 2013 that provides all individuals, regardless of their criminal history,
access to employment and housing opportunities at HANQO. Since that time, HANO has been
working with the Vera Institute of Justice (“Vera”) to implement the new policy statement.

In order to implement this new Criminal Background Policy Statement, HANO must amend and
revise several of its operating policies and procedures to ensure that they are in compliance
with the letter and the spirit of the new policy statement. One such document is HANO's
Housing Choice Voucher Program (HCVP) Administrative Ptan (“Admin Plan”) which
establishes policies and procedures for implementing the HCVP program in a manner
consistent with HUD requirements, and HANO’s agency goals and objectives. In consultation
with Vera, HANO has proposed changes to the Admin Plan related to the new Criminal
Background Policy Statement. A draft of the revised Admin Plan was published on the HANO
website on April 25, 2013 for public comment. All proposed amendments and revisions to the
Admin Plan have been summarized and are attached hereto as Exhibit A. '

The Board of Commissioners is hereby requested to adopt the amendments and revisions to
the Admin Plan related to HANO’s new Criminal Background Policy Statement summarized in
Exhibit A, and to authorize the Administrative Receiver to take any and all other action
necessary to ensure the Admin Plan in implemented in accordance with HANO’s Criminal
Background Policy Statement.



